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Who Are You Calling a 'Ho'?:
Challenging the Porn Culture on
Campus
In the fall of 2008, a fraternity rush chairman (the individual responsible for
recruiting new members) at a small, liberal arts college, sent out an email intended
for potential 'rushees,2 that leaked to and was forwarded to others, and quoted
in the school newspaper (Rosenfeld, 2008). In describing the party scene for the
upcoming weekend and bragging that his fraternity threw the best 'lodge' parties,
he wrote, "Off-campus party at our house ... So bring your favorite freshman
skeezas 3 so they can get a cock thrown in em by whoever. Hopefully, if you
brought em u can finish the deal."
In October 2010, 45 men, members and pledges of the Yale chapter of
the Delta I<appa Epsilon (DI<E) fraternity, surrounded the dorms that house
most female freshman students, and loudly chanted: "NO MEANS YES! YES
MEANS ANALI" and "My name is Jack, I'm a necfophiliac, I fuck dead women
and fill them with my semenl" (Gasso and Greenberg, 2010). As the pledges

2

Much inspiration for this article comes from working \vith my student Laura Jarrett, Harvard
Law School, Class of 2010, and a brilliant paper she wrote for my Title IX seminar entitled 'The
Blueprint for Sexual Harassment: How Schools Can Combat Sexual Misconduct As Required
Under Title IX by Addressing the Harm of Pornography' (hereinafter 'Jarrett') (on file with
author, December, 2009). The author wishes to thank Jennifer Dein, my teaching and research
assistant who provided primary editorial assistance, shared insights about the Greek system
and contributed enormously to the overall writing of the chapter. Other students, former
students and colleagues who contributed thoughts, insights and editorial help include I<.rista
Anderson, Laura Jarrett, Michelle I(atz, Renate I<lein, Rebecca Leventhal, I<itnberly Lucas,
Maris Rosenfeld, Roberta Oster Sachs, Anne Catherine Savage, Tamara Schulman, I<.amilah
Willingham, and Elizabeth WoI.
'Rush' refers to the initial process men go through to pledge a fraternity. Men are invited to
'rush' a fraternity; they then become 'pledges'. After meeting the pledging requirements, the
pledges become brothers, or full-fledged members of the fraternity. A significant amount of
hazing behavior is required for the pledges to achieve brotherhood.
The fact that the email specified 'freshman skeezas' is consistent with David Lisak's work on
'undetected rapists'. As he explained on NPR (3 April, 2010), rapists target the most vulnerable
women on campus - freshmen. "The predators on campus know the women who are new to
campus," he said, "they are younger, they're less experienced" (see Shapiro, 2010; see also Lisak
and NIiller, 2002).
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repeated these taunting chants, other men in the background instructed "Louder!"
and the pledges complied. The account of this aggression was widely circulated
through listservs, and the chanting was posted on YouTube. 4
In March 2011, a !(appa Sigma brother at the University of Southern
California began a weekly 'Gullet Report' email to educate his brothers on how
to be a 'Cocksman'. The primary purposes of the 'Report' were to "strengthen
brotherhood and help pin-point sorostitiutes [sic] more inclined to put out."
'Sorostitute' is a term used by fraternity brothers as shorthand to refer to sorority
members as prostitutes. tThe author included a note to explain his reference
to females as 'targets': "They aren't actual people like us men," he explained,
"Consequently, giving them a certain name or distinction is pointless." The
email goes on to define pertinent terms (such as 'Blackberry', meaning a 'black
target'), a rating system (women ranked below 4 are 'filth'), and important tips:
for example, "Non-consent and rape are two different things" (Hartmann, 2011).
Each of these examples provides a glimpse into the current social climate on
US college campuses. s Adding to this culture of an aggressive and threatening
atmosphere is a socially accepted practice on many college campuses called
'pimp and ho' parties. At these gatherings, men dress in 'pimp' outfits - long
coats, jewelry, 'bling', fur, fake gold teeth, black curly wigs (stereotyping African
American males), and women often dress up in revealing clothing, lingerie,
stilettos, fishnet stockings and heavy make-up.
Dressed as pimps, the men evaluate the women at these parties, rate, and rank
women and their potential economic value as 'hos', and offer to buy and sell
them as commodities. These events are usually held at fraternity houses where
the balance of gender power favors the men who live there - they control the
guest list, they know the architecture of the building, they control the access to
alcohol and they control the social hierarchy. The men also determine which
freshmen women are going to be targeted. Like large animals in the wild, these
upperclassmen often target and prey on the younger, smaller, weaker, and more
vulnerable members of their society (Lisak, 2011).
4
5

'Student Footage of Frat Pledges on Old Campus' YouTube (13 October, 2010), <http://
www:youtube.com/watch?v=CLhORMpitlk> (accessed 7 May, 2011).
Similar stories emerge from Australia. In 2009, the highly prestigious St Paul's College of the
University of Sydney came under fire after it was exposed that a group of male college students
had created and participated.in a Facebook group titled 'Define statutory' described as being
'pro-rape, anti-consent'. The same college had previously come under fire for a slogan in their
bar reading 'they can't say no with a cock in their mouth' and for awarding an 'animal act of
the year' trophy to a male student accused of committing rape. See <http://www;abc.net.au/.
news/video/2009/11/13/2742684.htm> and <http://www;smh.com.au/opinion/society-andculture/bachelors-who-major-in-abhorrent-behaviour-20091109-i58t.html>.
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Pornography plays a powerful role in creating images that glorify 'pimp
and ho' culture as sexual, exciting, and desirable. It creates a critical backdrop
to sexual culture on campus. The 3 examples offered above are united by the
sexually derogatory way in which the men refer to women as objects to be raped,
used, and whose will is to be disregarded. What is striking, but not immediately
apparent, is the role that pornography plays in the construction of these attitudes.
The reason this violent sexual campus culture matters is twofold. First, these
attitudes contribute to the astoundingly high level of rape and sexual assault
on campus. Government studies in the United States estimate that l-in-4 or
1-io-5 women will be sexually assaulted during her time in college (IZrebs et
al., 2007). There is an "inextricable correlation between men's consumption
of pornography and corresponding misogynist attitudes about women, sexual
harassment and rape" Garrett, 2009, p. 1). When such attitudes are allowed to
exist - if not prevail - unaddressed on a college campus, women are clearly at
risk of sex discrimination that will affect their educational experience.
This chapter interrogates the current sexual culture on US campuses. First, it
asks what men mean when they refer to women as 'hos', and how they construct
female sexuality in all-male spaces, such as fraternities and in pornography, as
reflected in the 3 examples. It focuses on the ubiquitous theme of 'pimp and ho'
patties as representative of the cultural attitudes and social behavior relating to
sexuality on campus. 6
Second, it asks what it means for women to participate in a culture that refers
to them as 'hos'? The constant designation of women as 'hos' leaves little space
for alternative definitions of female sexuality. Moreover, participation in this
party culture makes women more vulnerable to being sexually assaulted, while
simultaneously diminishing their ability and entidement to complain about their
victimization. If she dresses up as a 'ho' to attend a party and is assaulted, she
is more likely to face victim-blaming questions than to be respected and feel
comfortable asserting her rights to bodily integrity and sexual autonomy.
Third, the chapter asserts that women have a right not to be prostituted.
Quite simply, referring to women in sexually derogatory terms fosters inequali1)r.
In the United States, Title IX of the Civil Rights Act confers a right to equal
access to educational opportunities. Vice President Joseph Biden recendy articulated this important civil right when he announced new guidelines to schools

There are many variations on this theme, such as 'CEO's and Office Has', 'Golf Pros and
Tennis Has'. In each, women are designated as the 'ho'. 'Ho' is slang for 'whore'.
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on preventing and addressing sexual violence. 7 The establishment of the new
guidelines coincided with the Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights
announcement that it was investigating Yale University in response to a complaint
filed by 16 current and former students detailing the sexually hostile environment
on campus, cuhninating in the 'No Means Yes' chanting described above. Thus,
the chapter concludes with the recommendation that women bond together,
supported by their schools, to reject the designation of themselves and one
another as 'has' - sexually devalued objects rather than humans with equal rights.

1 'Bros before Has': How Men Talk About Women in
Male-Dominated Spaces
To change the culture of pornography use on campus, we need to confront
directly what goes on in all-male spaces. Fraternities and locker rooms, as key
spaces for male bonding, are important places to examine, as attitudes towards
women and gay men are often the basis of jokes and male bonding activities. The
privacy men have in these spaces allows them to talk uninterrupted and without
consequence, ensuring unimpeded transmission of misogynist attitudes.
Athletes and fraternity members are more likely to commitgang rapes (I<immel,
2008, pp. 238-239). Membership in these exclusive groups "confers on them an
elite status that is easily translated into entitlement, and because the cement of
their brotherhood is intense, and intensely sexualized, bonding" (I<immel, 2008,
pp. 238-239). I have seen a tremendous rise in the number of multi-perpetrator
sexual assaults over the past few years,8 correlative with the rise in 'gonzo' porn,
that involves several men taking turns penetrating, or penetrating all at once, one
woman (see also Jensen, 2007, p. 59). Rather than being spontaneous cases of
drunken misbehavior, evidence indicates that the vast majority of these rapes
(around 71 0/ 0) are premeditated and even scripted (I<immel, 2008, p. 239). Acts
of sexual violence appear not to be random, unrelated events, but rather central,
7

8

The new guidelines clarify schools' responsibilities to prevent and address sexual harassment
on campus as well as articulate the importance of the civil rights to equality in education.
Dear Colleague Letter, Assistant Secretary's Office for Civil Rights, Department of Education
(2011), <http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201104.html (last
accessed 19 May) 2011).
A common pattern presented in 4 recent cases I have worked on involved a young woman
partying with friends who is either left in a room with 1 male friend who calls another to join
him, or finds herself with 2 or more men who were friends of hers) who then rape her. Later,
the men inevitably claim she consented, while she was caught completely off-guard, having
been with people she'd considered her friends. See, e.g. Laura Dunn, featured on Headline News
<http://www.cnn.com/video/ # lvideo /bestoftv/ 2011/04/08/expo jvro.rape.victitns.courage.
hln>; Beckett Brennan, featured on 60 Minutes, 11 April, 2011, <http://\VW\V:cbsnews.com/
video/watch/?id==7363066n&tag=related;photovideo> (accessed 7 May, 2011).
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even necessary, to the bonding that supports the sexual culture. The men seem to
be operating on the principle that ~n't no fun unless we all get some,.9
A particularly troubling aspect of the Yale example was that it required men
to proclaim the willingness to rape and disregard a woman's will in order to gain
admission into the exclusive all-male group. It also reflected the proliferation of
anal sex that is increasingly common in mainstream pornography Oensen, 2007,

pp.58-59).
Michael I<immel, evaluating porn use by college men, reports: "The guys
I interviewed consistently spoke of women more with contempt than desire.
Women were 'has', 'bitches', and 'sluts' ... " (I<immel, 2008, p. 182). Men's attitudes were, ''You don't have sex with women because you desire them; sex is the
weapon by which you get even with them, Of, even, humiliate them" (I<.i.mmel,
2008, p. 182).
Pornography is intricately related to other forms of commercial sexual
exploitation, such as strip clubs, escort services and other forms of prostitution
(see Jeffreys; Bray; Farley; this volume). Some commercial sexual exploitation
is marketed particularly towards fraternities. For example, Centerfold Strips, an
adult entertainment booking agency, tweeted in Februar~ 2011 (an important
month for fraternity spring recruitment): "Frat rush party specials available impress your pledges with hot strippers from Centerfold Strips!" Fraternities
throughout the nation incorporate 'Stripper Nights' into their 'tush' recruitment
week, despite Interfraternity Council (IFC) regulations that ban such practices.
One Website, Bachelor Party HQ, provides a list of colleges and universities
where fraternity members have hired women to perform at tush events. The list
includes over 80 campuses.
During these rush shows, women who strip typically engage in interactive
behavior with highly pornographic themes. One performer, Nevaeh, who strips
at Cornell rush parties, has described some of the acts in detail. "The guy will
lay down," she explained, "and we'll get them into 69 position and someone
will pour beer down my back and into their mouths." In addition to the 'anal
butt chug', the boys might also compete to eat a Hostess cupcake out of the
performer's crotch the fastest, or watch as the women engage in, or simulate, girlon-girl conduct, such as oral sex (Ensign, 2007).
9

In a popular Nelly song called 'Tipdrill' the lyrics include the lines: "Now baby girl bring it
over let me spit my pimpjuice~ I need a tipdrill ... I said it ain't no fun less we all get some,"
<http://wwwJyrics007.com/Nelly%20Lyrics /TipO/o20DrillO/o2 oLyrics.html> (accessed 7 May,
2011). A 'tipdrill' is a term for basketball players lining up and taking turns scoring. In this
context, it refers to 'running train' on a woman - men lining up to take turns having sex with
the same woman.
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Pornographic themes do more than simply sexualize gender inequalities.
r-rhey often work to sexualize racism and other forms of degradation as well.
At Princeton, fraternity brothers were required to travel to Philadelphia for the
express purpose of, among other things, "receiving a lap dance from a black
stripper" (Westmoreland and Wolff, 2010). Similarly, the author of the USC
email distinguished each potential 'target' by race: a 'Blackberry' is a 'black target',
a 'Lemon Meringue' is Asian, a 'Pumpkin Pie' is Latina or Mexican and so on.
Racist references to women sometimes garner more public criticism than
merely sexist ones, such as when the radio host, Don Irous, referred to the
Rutgers women's basketball players as 'Nappy Headed Hos', a term taken directly
from pornography (picker and Sun, 2008). Yet, the racist and sexist messages in
mainstream pornography often escape critical analysis because they are about sex,
thus deemed private sexual behavior, shielded from public scrutiny. However, we
must breach this imaginary boundary in order to stop the perpetuation of the
discriminatory attitudes expressed in pornography.

2 'Sorostitutes' and Theme Parties: Pornography and the
Party Scene
The party scene on college campuses provides an important lens into sexual
relations. Fraternity-sponsored theme parties often dominate the social scene
because of easy access to alcohol and social spaces. According to 'College
OTR: Your Online Frathouse', "[w]hen it comes to frat parties, a good theme is
everything. If the theme is right, the girls will get drunk, naked, and you'll have
more ass than you know what to do with" (College OTR, 2009). Furthermore, the
'right' themes have highly pornographic elements. One aspect of the seemingly
infinite iterations of the 'pimp and ho' party remains constant: men remain in a
position of power while the women are simply 'has'.
The nickname of sorority women as 'sorostitutes' says it all. This term
direcdy equates sorority sisters with prostitutes. What do women do in response
to being referred to as prostitutes? If they object, they risk being derided as 'too
serious', unable to take a joke, or just not the right kind of feminist. 10 In order to
rationalize their designation as sexual objects for use by their male counterparts,
they choose to believe that the men are just kidding, and can tell them apart
10 In response to the Yale chanting, the Yale Women's Center objected, and then was derided in the
Yale DailY News editorial entitled 'The Right I<ind of Feminism', <http://www:yaledailynews.
com/news/2010/oct/18/the-womens-center-must-continue-to-bteak-the/>. Following that
criticism, however, hundreds of Yale students, alumni, and others signed a petition objecting
to the editorial and addressing the seriousness of the tape chants.
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from the 'real' prostitutes. They are the good girls having fun - and, as such,
do not expect to be subject to unwanted sex or violation by their friends. Byron
Hurt challenges the reality of the attempt to reconcile this conflict. In his 2006
film, Bryond Beats and Rhymes, Hurt looks at misogyny, homophobia and racism
in hip hop music. The segment called 'Sistahs and Bitches' includes an interview
with a woman who claimed that when men refer to women as bitches and 'hos'
"[t]hey're not talking about us. We know who we are." But unbeknownst to this
woman, just moments earlier, a man in the documentary had been talking about
her and her friend when he discussed his plan to be "getting up on those bitches."
Hurt makes an apt comparison to racist remarks, stating that if "George Bush
said something about all those N**s, you wouldn't say, well, he's not talking about
me. He is. He is talking about you!" (Hurt, 2006).
Anne,ll a recent college graduate who was active in the Greek system, said:
Theme parties were the easiest way of coercion. Like my boyfriend's fraternity would bring in
a dump truck filled with sand and pour it all over the first floor of their mansion so they could
get the girls to come over in bathing suits in the middle of winter. Another fraternity had a
'Saran Wrap' party where you literally had to create an entire outfit out of Saran Wrap. These
were the cool guys, not just the dirtbags. It was really everyone, athletes, smart guys, everyone.
Theme parties could be the conduit to sexual coercion, but at the time, you don't think of it
that way. It's only if you step back (interview with Anne, on file with author, March 2011).

Jen, another recent Greek graduate, describes her sorority activities in a highly
academic environment, like Anne's:
Even in that environment ... we gladly embraced pornographic messages. We sang songs about
our willingness for sex and dressed as 'playboy bunnies' or any variation of 'hos' when the
party called for it. One night, the sorority had a mixer with a fraternity. As with many fraternity
parties, the police broke up the mixer due to noise complaints. When they arrived, they "\vere
horrified to find the girls in various states of undress. They questioned the boys, trying to
discern what sexual coercion, harassment, or abuse must have occurred for the girls to be in
this state. The fraternity boys were equally confused. 'They came like this' they desperately tried
to explain. The unbuttoned shirts, the short skirts, and the exposed cleavage - that was simply
how the girls dressed to attend the night's themed party.

In light of the dominance of fraternity culture on so many college campuses,
it is perhaps unsurprising that sororities tend to conform to the pornographic
themes and stereotypes introduced by the fraternities. Sororities sing songs
about sisterhood and friendship. Many, however, also rewrite these songs to sing
drunkenly at mixers and formals, on busses and at frat houses. Alpha Sigma
Alpha, for example, incorporates the language of pornography into their songs.

11 I am. using a pseudonym for Anne, who wishes to remain anonymous.
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In the following tune, they embrace the theme of women as willing and eager for
sexual activity under conditions of questionable consent:
Take me up to a fraternity house,
Take me up to your room,
Buy me some beer and vodka too,
Get me drunk and I'll surely screw you,
For it's grunt, grunt, grunt goes the Alpha Sig as the [fraternity nameJ shoves it in
For it's one, two, three times a night, thanks for getting me laid!

Sorority members embracing the porn culture in such a way is an example of
what Ariel Levy explores in her book Female Chauvinist Pigs: A Rise in the Raunch
Culture. She comments, regarding similar behavior by other young women,
"[t]hat women are now doing this to ourselves isn't some kind of triumph, it's
depressing" (Levy, 2005, p. 44). Apparent self-objectification does not make
it less objectifying; objects are less than human. As Tamara Schulman writes
(Schulman, 2009, p. 29):
Just because some women may enjoy their chains, does not mean that subordination does not
exist. Consent does not eliminate harm. Accepting pornographic roles mean valuing male
pleasure and devaluing female pleasure. Sexual pleasure is unequal. Young girls today feel
expected to perform oral sex on boys, but feel that it would be abnormal for them to ask
for their partners to pleasure them. Sex has become casual to kids, and the 'hook-up' culture
centers around male pleasure.

3 Creating a Campus Culture of Sexual Respect
Sexual harassment at schools represents a barrier to equality in education. The
role of schools is to educate, putting schools in the best position to counter
sexually hostile environments through education on sexual respect. Regardless
of the civil rights involved in ensuring equal access to educational opportunities,
schools everywhere train leaders for the next generation. It is in everyone's best
interest to teach affirmatively the values of respect, that women are not the
'other' - the objectified enemy, but rather are future colleagues and collaborators.
We are at a pivotal moment in the United States regarding sexual violence
on campus. The US Vice President, in announcing new guidelines for schools
in April 2011, looked at the auditorium filled with over 600 students, faculty and
community members, and stated: "Look guys. It doesn't matter what a girl does,
no matter how she's dressed, no matter how much she's had to drink, it is never
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okay to touch a woman without her consent ... Rape is rape is rape ... and no
means no.,,12
The new guidelines seek to enforce the provisions of Tide IX of the Civil
Rights Act that provide for equal access to educational opportunities. 13 While not
directly controlling what schools do, the guidelines present a strong incentive for
schools to take a proactive role in preventing sexual violence before it happens
by focusing on preventative education. Schools play an enormous role in creating
campus community, and have a great deal of power to shape norms based on
sexual respect. This requires schools to take steps to prevent pornographic
messages from dominating the social scene on campus, and to confront and
dismantle the resultant harmful attitudes that degrade women permeating campus
culture today. Pornography has been recognized in other contexts to contribute
to hostile work environments - it is no less harmful on college campuses and
should be treated accordingly.
Just before the publication of the new guidelines, the US Department of
Education's Office for Civil Rights, the enforcement arm of Tide IX, announced
an investigation of Yale University for tolerating a toxic sexual culture, which
the earlier mentioned rape chants demonstrated, that routinely fostered loud
expressions of male dominance on campus. The case has received national
attention and has provoked a long-overdue conversation about what we can
do to prevent the astoundingly high number of acquaintance rapes on college
campuses. 14 In a most promising development, Yale announced in May, 2011,
that it is suspending all activities and af£liation with the Delta I(appa Epsilon
fraternity for at least 5 years, as well as disciplining some individual members for
sexually harassing and intimidating behavior (Miller, 2011).
This is consistent with what I believe schools must do to enable cultures of
sexual respect. The project on which I have been working with my students is
called the ~cquaintance Rape Prevention Project', and is formulated to transform
college campuses to places where equal access to education is a reality. It is an
educational project with the following components.
12 Vice President Biden spoke at the University of New Hampshire on 4 April~ 2011 to address
sexual violence on campus. National Public Radio covered the press conference at <http:/ /
W\vw.npr.org/2011 /04/05/ 135135544/federal-effort-targets-sexual-assaults-at-colleges>
(accessed 7 Ma)T, 2011).
13 The guidelines are contained in a 'Dear Colleague Letter' at <http://www2.ed.gov/ about/
offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-20100420.pdf> (accessed 7 Ma~ 2011).
14 See, e.g. ~t Yale: Sharper Look at Treatment of Women', New YOrk Times, 7 April, 2011 found
at: <http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/08/nyregion/08yale.html> (accessed 8 May, 2011);
(Hostile Sexual Environment at Yale?' CBS Earb Show, 4 April, 2011, found at: <http://www.
cbsnews.com/stories/2011/04/04/earlyshow/living/parenting/main20050348.shtml>
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First, it focuses on consciousness-raising. As in the first example with the
fraternity email suggesting men rape their 'favorite freshman skeezas', when the
author of the email was confronted about it, he quickly saw how offensive and
degrading it was. Having personally interviewed him, I believe that he was not
fully conscious of the implications of his suggestions, but rather reflecting the
party scene on campus. After realizing the implications of his harmful email, he
agreed to become part of the change through educational programs aimed at
men at his college.
The program involves sex-segregated education to develop safe spaces in
which to address sensitive issues Garrett and Johnson, 2009). '"[he short film The
Undetected Rapist hy David Lisak demonstrates how many acquaintance rapes are
premeditated and planned (Lisak, 2002) and would be shown to both groups
early in freshman orientation. The education aimed at men focuses on healthier
forms of male bonding that do not involve the sexual exploitation of women. As
well, it offers tools for bystander intervention, the brilliant program developed by
Jackson I(atz called 'Mentors in Violence Prevention' (I(atz, 2006).
The Acquaintance Rape Prevention Program includes an 'Empathy Inversion
Scale' for women and men. Studies have shown that men need to develop more
empathy in order to prevent them from coercing or forcing sex on another person
(Foubert and Perry, 2007). Women, on the other hand, need to decrease the level
of empathy for male acquaintances so that they might be better equipped to
self-defend when aggressed upon, instead of trying to make sense of why their
'friend' would be doing this to them (Rosenfeld, 2011).
The education aimed at women includes reaffirming one's right to bodily
integrity and sexual autonomy. It also raises self-esteem through education about
one's rights (Fallon, 2010). It includes a self-defense program specifically tailored
to acquaintance rape situations, as these assaults are much more common on
college campuses. Finally, teaching self-defense to individual women promotes a
sense of entitlement that reifies one's rights to bodily integrity. This in turn leads
women to feeling both competent and entitled to defend one another.
I refer to this idea of collective self-defense as the 'Bonobo Principle' based
on the model of bonoho primates. Through strong female-female alliances,
honobos have eliminated male sexual coercion (Rosenfeld, 2009). If a female
bonobo is aggressed upon by a male, she lets out a cry, other females descend
from the trees to fend off the aggressor, whom they then isolate and ostracize
for a few days until he is reintroduced to the troop. They seem to operate on a
principle that if one female can be assaulted, then they are all at risk.
The Acquaintance Rape Prevention Project provides a perfect opportunity
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to apply the Bonobo Principle on college campuses. Female students can forge
alliances with one another to reject the designation of women as 'has'. As women,
we have to realize that being called a 'ho' is neither funny nor harmless, and that
if men can designate some of us as 'has', they can designate any of us that way.
Women must understand that we are stronger together than we are when divided
against ourselves, and that when we participate in judging other women as 'has',
believing that we are somehow above that designation, we are only hurting
ourselves. We must realize that we do not even have to like one another to achieve
strong alliances; rather, we just need to agree that we are stronger if we embrace
a sense of basic female solidarity. A collective self-defense, challenging loudly the
male sexual entitlement to prostitute women, is the first step towards defining a
new, affirmative sexuality; one based on the Bonobo Principle.
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